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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A moisturizing composition comprising: 
60% to 90% water, and 

as a moisturizing active, a plurality of bilayered microvesicles; 
wherein the bilayered microvesicles comprise an ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty 
acid, a sterol, and a long chain fatty alcohol. 

2. The composition of claim 1 further comprising a skin care active. 

3. The composition of claim 2 wherein the skin care active is selected from the group 
consisting of vitamins, anti-irritants and sunscreens. 

4. The composition of claim 1 further comprising one or more emollients. 

5. The composition of claim 1 wherein each of the bilayered microvesicles includes a 
plurality of bi-layers. 

6. The composition of claim 1 comprising 0.5% to 15% ethoxylated polyol ester of a 
fatty acid, 0.5% to 10% sterol, and 0.5% to 20% long chain fatty alcohol. 

7. The composition of claim 6 wherein the ratio of ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty 
acid, to sterol, to long chain fatty alcohol, is in the range of about li0.2-0.5:l-2. 

8. The composition of claim 7 wherein the bilayered microvesicles have a particle 
size of about 100 nm to 1 micron. 

9. The composition of claim 1 or 7 wherein the ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty 
acid has a fatty acyl chain length of from CIO to C 16 and an ethoxylation range of about 7 to 
30 ethoxy units. 
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10. The composition of claim 9 wherein the ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty acid 
comprises PEG-20 glyceryl laurate. 

1 1 . The composition of claim 1 or 7 wherein the sterol is selected from the group 
consisting of cholesterol, phytosterols, lanosterol and mixtures of two or more of these 
sterols. 

12. The composition of claim 11 wherein the long chain fatty alcohol is selected from 
the group consisting of stearyl alcohol, arachidyl alcohol, behenyl alcohol and mixtures of 
two or more of these alcohols. 

13. The composition of claim 1 or 7 wherein the long chain fatty alcohol has a chain 
length of C16-C30. 

14. The composition of claim 13 wherein the long chain fatty alcohol is selected 
from the group consisting of stearyl alcohol, arachidyl alcohol, lignoceryl alcohol, behenyl 
alcohol and mixtures of two or more of these alcohols. 

15- The composition of claim 12 wherein the ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty acid 
has a fatty acyl chain length of from CIO to CI 6 and an ethoxylation range of about 7 to 30 
ethoxy units. 

16. The composition of claim 1 wherein the ratio of ethoxylated polyol ester of a 
fatty acid, to sterol, to long chain fatty alcohol, is in the range of about 1:0.3-0.4:1.2-1.7. 

17. The composition of claim 1 fiirther comprising an amphiphile selected from the 
group consisting of monoesters of polyols, low HLB ethoxylated fatty alcohols, fatty amides, 
and phospholipids. 

18. The composition of claim 17 wherein the composition comprises from about 0.1 
to 10% of said amphiphile. 
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19. The composition of claim 1 further comprising a skin care active. 

20. The composition of claim 19 wherein said skin care active is selected from the 
group consisting of oil and water soluble vitamins, anti-irritants, and organic and inorganic 
sunscreens. 

21. The composition of claim 1 further comprising a sunscreen selected from the 
group consisting of octyl methoxycinnamate, benzophenone, avobenzone, octyl salicylate, 
homosalate, titanium dioxide and zinc oxide. 

22. The composition of claim 1 further comprising an emollient. 

23. The composition of claim 22 wherein the emoUient is selected from the group 
consisting of esters of linear or branched fatty alcohols and fatty acids with a fatty acyl chain 
length of from C6 to C14, hydrocarbons, natural waxes, vegetable oils, and silicones. 

24. The composition of claim 22 wherein the composition comprises from about 0.5 
to 5% of said emollient. 

25. The composition of claim 1 further comprising a water-soluble thickener. 

26. A moisturizing composition comprising: 
about 60-90% water, and 

as a moisturizing active, a plurality of bilayered micro vesicles; 

wherein the bilayered microvesicles comprise an ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty 
acid, a sterol, and a long chain fatty alcohol in a ratio in the range of about 1.0:0.4:1.7 to 
1.0:0.3:1.2, 

each of the bilayered microvesicles including a plurality of bi-layers. 

27. A method of making a moisturizing composition comprising 
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combining an aqueous phase and a lipid phase, the lipid phase including an 
ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty acid, a sterol, and a long chain fatty alcohol, under 
sufiBcient agitation to form an emulsion. 

28. The method of claim 27 further comprising heating the ingredients prior to or 
during the combining step. 

29. The method of claim 27 wherein the combining step comprises first blending the 
ethoxylated polyol ester of a fatty acid, the sterol, and the long chain fatty alcohol and any 
other components of the lipid phase to form a mixture, and then adding the aqueous phase to 
the mixture. 
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